
Check out our  Web site at:  

http://gravelridgegbchurch.org 

What is a false teaching? It is any 
teaching which is contrary to the 

basic doctrines of God‘s Word; 

such as those having to do with 

the Trinity, the virgin birth of 

Christ, his atoning death, His bod-

ily resurrection and second com-
ing, salvation by grace through 

faith, the bodily resurrection of all 

believers, and the reality of 

Heaven and Hell. 

The only way to know is to study 

the Word of God. ―Be diligent to 
present yourself approved to God, 

a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word 

of the truth.‖ (2 Timothy 2:15) 

The Lord expects his children to 

know his Word, and to put into 
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The apostle John wrote in 2nd 
John, ―For if you wander beyond 

the teaching of Christ, you will 

leave God behind; while if you are 
loyal to his teachings you will have 

God too.‖ 

The underlying principle of all 

Satan‘s tactics is deception. He is 

crafty and has cleaver disguises. 

His deception began in the Garden 

of Eden and continues today. 
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practice what we have learned. 

The Christian way of life is a life-
time of studying the Word of God, 

and living it. 

Proverbs 16:25 says, ―There is a 

way that seems right to a man, but 

its end is the way of death. 

Keep the study of God‘s Word a 

daily event. Take time to know the 

Word. 

Now the Spirit expressly says that 

in the latter times some will de-
part from the faith giving heed to 

deceiving spirits and doctrines of 

demons, speaking lies in hypoc-

risy, having their own conscience 

seared with a hot iron. (1 Timothy 

4:1-2) 

Youth Calendar 
 

July 25 9 AM—12 PM     Car Wash       
        (pizza afterward) 

August 15 9 AM        Magic Springs 
          Trip 

In  the  Spotl ight  

  Happy Birthday! 
 
  July    3 Troy Blakely 
  July    8 Wendy McCracken                              
  July    9  Caden Smith 

 Matthew Boyce 
  July    11  Mary Marler 
  July   16 Taylor Cagle 

  July   18 Amber Pate 
  July  29 Tampa New 
  July   31 Tracy Fleming 

  Aug.    4 Dawson Pate 
  Aug.    8 Bryce Taylor 
  Aug.    9 Nicholas Davis 

  Aug.   10 Sandra Hambrick 
 Jason White 
  Aug.   16 James Still 

  Aug.   17 Kim White 
  Aug.  22 Matthew Pate 
   

             Happy Anniversary! 
 

Bob & Jane Hambrick - Aug. 2 

Sonny & Cindy Cagle - Aug. 3 
Brandon & Caroline Childress-Aug. 31 

 

Several years ago, a preacher from 

out-of-state accepted a call to 
a church in Houston, Texas. Some 
weeks after he arrived, he had 

an occasion to ride the bus from his 
home to the downtown area. When 
he sat down, he discovered that the 

driver had accidentally given him 
a quarter too much change. As he 
considered what to do, he thought to 

himself, 'You'd better give the quar-
ter back. It would be wrong to keep 
it.' Then he thought, 'Oh, forget it, 

it's only a quarter. Who would worry 
about this little amount? Anyway, 
the bus company gets too much 

fare; they will never miss it. Accept 

it as a gift from God and keep quiet.‘ 

When his stop came, he paused 
momentarily at the door, and then 
he handed the quarter to the driver 

and said, ―Here, you gave me too 

much change.‖ 

The driver, with a smile, replied, 

―Aren't you the new preacher 

in town?‖ 

―Yes,‖ he replied. 

'Well, I have been thinking a lot lately 
about going somewhere to worship. 

I just wanted to see what you would 
do if I gave you too much change. I'll 

see you at church on Sunday.‖ 

When the preacher stepped off of 
the bus, he literally grabbed 

the nearest light pole, held on, and 
said, ―Oh God, I almost sold your Son 

for a quarter!‖ 

Our lives are the only Bible some 
people will ever read. This is a really 

scary example of how much people 
watch us as Christians, and will put 

us to the test! 

Always be on guard -- and remem-
ber -- You carry the name of Christ 

on your shoulders when you call 

yourself, ―Christian‖. 

A Christian b y An on ymous  

http://gravelridgegbchurch.org
mailto:vvanaman@sbcglobal.net
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Did you know that we have our own 
―coal miner‘s daughter‖ in our midst? 

Well, Loretta Lynn has nothing on Mrs. 
Virginia Thomason. She can tell you 
first-hand what life was like as a coal 

miner‘s daughter. 

Virginia Ruth Adkins was born Decem-

ber 25, 1936 in Elkridge, West Virginia.  
Yes, her dad was a coal miner. The 
family moved to Powellton, WV. when 

she was a teenager and she graduated 

high school there. 

After graduating high school (1954) 
Virginia had no job prospects in Powell-
ton so she moved to Columbus, Ohio. 

She found a job the day after she ar-
rived in Columbus, and the next day she 
attended a square dance where she 

met the love of her life, Gerald Thoma-

son. 

Gerald was stationed at Lockbourne Air 
Force Base but his home town was Bee 
Branch, AR. They were married on June 

11, 1955. Four months later they moved 
to Jacksonville, AR as part of the first 
group that were stationed at the new 

Little Rock Air Force Base. Gerald and 
Virginia had two girls (Terri & Karen) 
during the nine years they were sta-

tioned at LRAFB. 

The Thomasons moved several times 

during Gerald‘s Air Force Career, then 
while Gerald served in the Philippines 
in 1967-68, Virginia and the girls went 

back home to WV. On his return from 
the Philippines, the family was sta-
tioned at Nashville, TN for 2 years and 

finally moved back to LRAFB in 1970. 

While Gerald served in Thailand, Cam-

bodia, and Vietnam, Virginia worked at 
the LRAFB. She worked at the Commis-
sary as a stocker and cashier, then she 

worked in Accounting and Finance, 

balancing the check book for the Air 

Force Base.  She retired in 1995 having 

worked there for almost 26 years. 

Virginia and Gerald have three grand-
children; Terri‘s son, Don Newton of 
Greenville, SC and Karen & Mustafas‘ 

children, Brandon and Emily who live 

here. 

Virginia and Gerald joined GRGBC in 
January of 1995 and Virginia was the 
church clerk for many years, while 

Brother Gerald served as a deacon. 
Brother Gerald has been stationed in 
Heaven since January of this year; 

therefore, instead of Mrs. Virginia 
waiting for him to come home to the 
family he is now waiting for her to join 

him at their permanent home, where 

they will never be separated again. 

You will learn how Mrs. Virginia de-
scribes herself, but in one word I would 
describe her as ―strong‖. Time after 

time she has demonstrated the God 
given strength to carry on in the ab-
sence of her one true love—not an 

easy task, but she does it with amazing 

grace.  We love you, Mrs. Virginia!      

Facts Mrs. Virginia shared with us: 

Hometown: Elkridge, West Virginia 

Favorite food: Fresh fruits 

Won’t Eat: Sardines 

Favorite kind of music: Blue grass/
Country 

Favorite song: ―House of Gold‖ by 
Hank Williams (Gerald always sang 

this.) 
Favorite movie: Gone With The Wind 
Last movie seen: O Brother Where Art 
Thou (Watched it many times, still enjoy 
it.) 

Favorite TV show: JAG 
I won’t watch: Haven‘t found it yet. 

Favorite sport: To play—bowling. To 
watch—basketball. 

Last book read: Montana Blue 

Hobby: Reading or browsing in book 
stores. 

Favorite places I have traveled: 
Grand Canyon 

Fantasy vacation would be: Leisure 

trip by car heading west and stopping 

The C oal M iner’s Daughter b y Ronni  at all interesting points along the way. 

Biggest fear: That our nation will not 

come back to God as we once were, so 
we can work together. 

Pet peeve: When smart people do 
crazy things. With a little more thought 
everything would be OK. 

Nick name: Shug 

My heroes: My husband & the mem-

bers of the military and their families, 
because they are giving so much. 

One word to sum me up: Can‘t re-
member saying just one word about 
anything...practical, dedicated, steady. 

What I like about my church: The love 

and friendly manner that is shown to 
each other and all new visitors is so 
warm. Everyone is ready to lend a hand 

in any way they can, pray for you, or 

just listen if that is what is needed. 

Isn‘t it exciting when the seeds that 

you plant in the spring produce 
flowers in the summer?  Likewise, 

we have seen seeds that we planted 

in our church begin to bloom this 

summer. 

Lisa Barron and her son, Devan (age 

9) visited our church for Spring 

Fest.  They are now part of our fam-
ily!  Lisa joined the church on June 

14.  She and Devan were also bap-

tized on the 14th of June. 

Lisa‘s fiancé, Carl is also attending 

church with Lisa and Devan.  They 

are all a wonderful addition to our 

church.   

It is so awesome to plant the seeds 
and watch as God sends showers of 

blessings to nurture and grow a 

beautiful garden! 

Please add the following info to your 
church directory: 
 

             Lisa Barron 

             901 Marshall Road 
             Apartment 214 
             Jacksonville, AR 72076 

             Cell: (501) 541-6306 

S ummer Flowers   

 

À For Khiana, Malachi, & Alisha 

Allred. 

À For an anonymous request for 

spiritual deliverance & healing. 

À For Gene Barbery‘s mother & the 

Barbery family. 

À For Delmar & Betty Bishop & 

their daughter, Stacy. 

À For LaDonna Bishop & her family. 

À For Cordale Blakely. 

À For Phyllis Bradshaw & family. 

À For Cindy Cagle. 

À For Robert Carlock. 

À For Brenda Chrisp. 

À For Emile. 

À For Cindy & Terry Hill. 

À For Rosalee Johnson. 

À For Baby McKenna. 

À For Adam‘s stepfather, Ray. 

À For Terri Parker. 

À For Adam Pate‘s uncle. 

À For Amber Pate‘s family. 

À For Shyalama Rao. 

À For Brittany Shoults. 

À For Dana Smith. 

À For children at St. Jude Hosp. 

À For Johnny Vaughn. 

À For James White. 

À For the USA. 

À For our military & families. 

2009 Goals 

Conversions/Rededications  4 
Baptisms   4 
 

Results to date: 7/1/2009 
Conversions/Rededications          8 

Baptisms                                    10 
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Note: All Wednesday night meetings begin at 6:30 PM. 

July 2009 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 
Bible Study-1 
John, Chapter 4 

2 3 
Troy Blakelyõs Birth-
day! 

4 
Independence 
Day 

5 6 7 8 
Bible Study-1 
John, Chapter 5 
Wendy McCrackenõs 

Birthday! 

9 
Caden Smith & Matt 
Boyceõs Birthday! 

10 
 

11 
Mary Marlerõs Birth-
day! 

12 13 14 15 
Bible Study-DVD 
Review 

16 
Taylor Cagleõs Birth-
day! 

17 18 
Amber Pateõs Birth-
day! 

19 Family Day - 
10:30 AM (No 
Sunday School) 

20 21 22 
Business Meeting 

23 24 25 Youth Car 
Wash - 9 AM-12 
Noon 

26 
27 28 29 

Bible Study-DVD 
Review 
Tampa Newõs Birth-

day! 

30 31 
Tracy Flemingõs 
Birthday! 

  

August 2009 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 

2 Ladiesõ Night 
Out-5:00 PM (Red 
Lobster, NLR) 

Bob & Jane Ham-
brickõs Anniversary! 

3 
Sonny & Cindy 
Cagleõs Anniversary! 

4 
Dawson Pateõs 
Birthday! 

5 
Bible Study 

6 7 8 
Bryce Taylorõs 
Birthday! 

9 
Nicholas Davisõ 
Birthday! 

10 
Sandra Hambrick & 
Jason Whiteõs Birth-

day 

11 12 
Bible Study 

13 14 15 
Menõs Breakfast-
9:00 AM (Golden 

Corral, NLR) 
Magic Springs-

9:00 AM 

16 
James Stillõs Birth-
day! 

17 
Kimberly Whiteõs 
Birthday! 

18 19 
Bible Study 

20 21 22 
Matthew Pateõs 
Birthday! 

23 
24 25 26 

Bible Study 
27 28 29 

30 
31 
Brandon & Caroline 
Childressõ Anniver-

sary! 

  



to others in need, and are a beautiful 

example of Christ‘s love. 
 

Here are the tidbits Heidi and Bejay 
shared about themselves: 
 

Hometown: Bejay-Born in Paris, TX, 
Grew up in Duke, OK.  Heidi-Jacksonville, 
AR. 

Favorite food: Bejay-Cheeseburgers. 
Heidi-Chinese food and any kind of vege-

table. 

Won’t Eat: Bejay-Spinach.  Heidi-Sushi. 

Favorite kind of music: Both like any-
thing except rap. 

Favorite song: We have many—lots of 
Jack Johnson songs about love and 
harmony—good music. 

Favorite movie: Bejay-Big Fish.  Heidi-

Into the Wild. 
Last movie seen: Both-Seven Pounds, 
with Will Smith. 

Favorite TV show: Bejay-Seinfeld.  Heidi
-News and kid shows with the kids. 

I won’t watch: Bejay-Dog Whisperer. 
Heidi-Anything scary or horror. 

Favorite sport: Bejay-basketball.  Heidi-

Don‘t have one.  
Last book read: Bejay-Don‘t read books. 

breaks together and had their first date 

on his mom‘s birthday (Dec. 23, 1998). 
Two years later they were married on 
December 21, 2000. 
 

When Bejay worked as a cook at Mexico 

Chiquita, Heidi waited tables there. After 
their daughter, Haley was born Bejay 
worked the evening shift at Pizza Hut and 

Heidi worked days at Pizza Hut. Eventu-
ally, Bejay got a job roasting coffee 
beans for Biffs Coffee Service and Heidi 

made deliveries for Biffs until their son, 
Caden was born.  
 

Today Bejay is the supervisor of installa-
tion for Kimberly Cabinets and Heidi 

works at Bayou Meto Elementary School 
as what she calls, ―the lunch room lady.‖ 
 

Hearing Heidi and Bejay‘s story makes 
you wonder who really slept in class; or, 

perhaps the moral of the story is, ―Look 
back, you never know who‘s watching.‖   
 

Heidi and Bejay joined GRGBC in Septem-

ber, 2007. She teaches the adult Sunday 
School class and he is a trustee. They 
are always willing to lend a helping hand 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Bejay Smith began 10th grade at North 
Pulaski High School after his family moved 
to Arkansas from Oklahoma. He noticed 

Heidi in English class that year; however, 
Heidi who sat in the front of the class-
room was unaware of Bejay sitting in the 

back, sometimes sleeping in class. 
 

A couple of years later Heidi took a job in 
the snack bar at Wal-Mart in Jacksonville. 

Bejay walked up to the snack bar one day 
and said, ―Hi, Heidi.‖ He was working as a 
‗cart boy‘ at the same store. 
 

Heidi replied, ―Do I know you?‖ 
 

Bejay told her that they were in English 

class together in 10th grade. She did not 
believe him at first, but they began taking 
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Heidi-My Bible and children‘s books 

(don‘t have much time to read). 

Hobby: Bejay-Fishing & guitar.  Heidi-
Gardening, tending to plants and kids.  

Favorite places I have traveled: 
Bejay-Gulf of Mexico/Galveston, TX.  
Heidi-Mexico with my grandparents 

when I was 11 or 12.  

Fantasy vacation would be: Both-
Hawaii or some tropical place.  

Biggest fear: Bejay-Loosing a child.  
Heidi-Snakes, heights, and driving on 

long bridges.  
Pet peeve: Bejay-People who eat 

with their mouth open.  Heidi-People 
not helping someone that needs help 
with something, and Bejay always 

answering, ―I don‘t know.‖  
Nick name: None  

My heroes: Bejay-None.  Heidi-Jesus 
and my husband and kids.  

One word to sum me up: Bejay-
Procrastinator.  Heidi-Giving (non-
procrastinator).    

What I like about my church: Heidi-

Youth department, the genuine love 
in the church, and how we try to help 
others. Bejay-Potluck. 

mailto:vvanaman@sbcglobal.net
http://www.generalbaptist.com/

